
Klimarunde 2021 2nd Planning Meeting, 21 April 2021 
Short Summary 
 
Attendees:  
Tamara Bandikova   C2SM  TB 
Annina Gantenbein   ESC  AG 
Reto Knutti    C2SM  RK 
Marco Mazzotti   ESC  MM 
Tanja Meier    C2SM  TM 
Gian-Kapser Plattner  C2SM  KP 
Tina Schnadt    C2SM  CSP 
 
Excused: Christian Schaffner ESC 
 
 
Agenda 

1. Format Klimarunde 
2. Further suggestions for speaker 3 «The way forward in policy» 
3. If panel discussion: topics + potential speakers 
4. Title 

 
TM has collected information on the three potential formats of Klimarunde, i.e. a) in person, 
b) online, and c) hybrid. She, TB, and CSP discussed advantages and disadvantages before this 
meeting. They argue for an online format for the following reasons:  

 The epidemiological situation is probably still fragile in autumn, it will not be clear for 
a long time if Audimax can be fully seated; 

 The hybrid variant too expensive (10-15 kCHF for recording via Zoom); 
 Preparing two versions until August is too costly, too, in terms of personal resources; 
 Last year’s online format received very good feedback; 
 and if we start planning now, we have much time and enough personal resources to 

organise the event. 
RK adds that it will not be possible to decide two months in advance for an onsite event. There 
is still a certain probability that the format of the event would need to be changed at very 
short notice. 
 
Everybody agrees that conducting Klimarunde online again in 2021 makes a lot of sense. 
 
The group decides on the following format: 

 Three presentations, 60 minutes 
1. Setting the frame - climate change: Sonia Seneviratne on newest IPCC results to 

explain why we need to reach net zero CO2 emissions by mid-century;  
2. Implementation of mitigation / regional focus: Jonas Fricker, project lead climate 

mitigation, city of Zurich. On why Zurich has decided for net zero in 2040 
(https://www.stadt-
zuerich.ch/gud/de/index/departement/medien/medienmitteilungen/2021/april/

https://www.stadt-zuerich.ch/gud/de/index/departement/medien/medienmitteilungen/2021/april/210421a.html
https://www.stadt-zuerich.ch/gud/de/index/departement/medien/medienmitteilungen/2021/april/210421a.html


210421a.html), why this path and not another. How they intend to achieve their 
goals; 

3. Implementation of negative emissions / Swiss focus: Robin Quartier, CEO 
Organisation Swiss Waste Utilisation Plants (VBSA). He is very visionary and has a 
clear concept for a carbon hub (i.e., capturing CO2 emissions at large point sources 
and depositing them in suitable, geological formations). The plan is to capture CO2 
from all their plants in Switzerland. Half of the captured CO2 is estimated to be of 
fossil origin, the other half biogenic. He also has a concept how to realise a pipeline 
network. Alternative, if speaker is not available: ETH spin-off neustark 
(https://www.neustark.com/about) 

Every presentation should be preceded by a five-minute introduction on the bigger 
perspective by a chairperson, e.g. RK. 

 Q & A, 15 minutes 
 Break, 15 minutes 
 Online table discussions, 60 minutes. Topics to be discussed at next meeting. 

 
 No panel discussion for the following reasons: online panel discussion don’t come 

across as discussions, but as individual statements of opinions. In addition, the event 
would be too long for the online format. 

 No professional moderation as the online event will not be as high-level as if done in 
person. 

 
Table discussions 

 Should include tree and policy discussions 
 Invite representatives from Neustark and Climeworks to discuss their strategies for 

CCS 
 There should be input statements in the beginning 
 Potentially have some discussion between experts also at Tischgespräche 

 
Next meeting:  
10 May, 4-5 pm, zoom link: https://ethz.zoom.us/j/68477807260 
 
Topics of the next planning meeting: 

• Title of event 

• Shape table discussions: topics and persons to invite 
 
Action items everybody 
Provide as input to the next planning meeting: 

• Ideas for title 
• Topics for the table discussions and suggestion of potential experts 

 
Action items Tamara, Tanja, Tina:  

• Tina to inform Sonja Hasler 

• Tina to draft storyline 

• Tina (together with Reto) to formally invite Sonja, Robin Quartier, Jonas Fricker 
• Tamara and Tanja to come up with schedule for online event 

https://www.stadt-zuerich.ch/gud/de/index/departement/medien/medienmitteilungen/2021/april/210421a.html
https://ethz.zoom.us/j/68477807260

