
Klimarunde 2021 1st Planning Meeting, 7 April 2021 
Short Summary 
 
Attendees: Annina Gantenbein, Reto Knutti, Marco Mazzotti, Tanja Meier, Gian-Kapser 
Plattner, Christian Schaffner, Tina Schnadt 
 
Keynotes: There will be three keynotes on the topics  
 

1. Results from this year’s IPCC AR6 I report. In addition, the talk should set the 
framework for the following talks including results from the IPCC 1.5 degree report 
such as emissions pathways.  
Speaker: Sonia Seneviratne 

2.  Implementation: technology towards net-zero emissions and the potential role of 
negative emissions.  
Suggested speaker: Marco Mazzotti 

3. Implementation: the way forward in policy.  
 
Presentations 2 and 3 should have a strong focus on Switzerland. How do the planned 
mitigation goals add up and what do we miss? Focusing on Switzerland, Klimarunde will 
actively contribute to ETH’s service to inform the society about societally-relevant topics. 
Additionally, WSL and EMPA can be much better included as their research mostly focuses on 
Switzerland. 
 
Lots of the discussion focused on who could potentially be invited for keynote 3. This could 
be someone from the federal government, a city/canton, or a private company which follows 
ambitious sustainability goals. 
 
Potential speakers for topic 3: 
Politicians mentioned (however, we don’t want too much of a bias towards a certain party) 

• Martin Neukom (would be strongly biased) 
• Jonas Fricker, former National Council member (works for the city of Zurich in the area 

of climate mitigation), https://ch.linkedin.com/in/jonas-fricker-8418a837 

• Doris Leuthard, former member of Swiss Federal Council, now in the governing board 
of Coop. Could present her estimate if/how much Switzerland is on track towards net 
zero emissions. If we considered her a speaker, we’d need to contact Norbert Staub 
at HK who represents the link between ETH and the Federal Government to check if 
this would be clever to do.  

• Doris Fiala (FDP) (https://www.wir-machen.ch/nationalrat/doris-fiala-zuerich-bisher) 
or Damian Müller (FDP) (https://www.damian-mueller.ch/, comm. Tina: his website 
doesn’t even mention climate or energy).  

• Bernhard Pulver, former senior civil servant, Bern. Member of the green party.  
• Simonetta Sommaruga: according to Jürg Brunnschwiler, she is already at ETH Woche 

and thus, should not be invited to further ETH events taking place shortly before or 
after 
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Federal agencies: 

• Katrin Schneeberger. Director of BAFU, 
https://www.bafu.admin.ch/bafu/en/home/office/management/katrin-
schneeberger-director.html. Constraint: knows very little about climate 

Cities: 
• Jonas Fricker. City of Zurich in the area of climate mitigation, 

https://ch.linkedin.com/in/jonas-fricker-8418a837 
Companies: 

• SwissRe: Christian Mumentaler. Group CEO, 
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Mumenthaler 

• Roche: André Hoffmann. Very engaged in sustainability matters, would have a broad 
view. However, it’s not clear what Roche’s ambitions towards net-zero are. Tanja and 
Tina will check their website. 

• Roche: Severin Schwan. 
https://www.roche.com/about/governance/executive_committee/executive_commi
ttee_severin-schwan.htm 

• Novartis: have an ambitious sustainability plan: https://www.novartis.com/our-
company/corporate-responsibility/environmental-sustainability. However, it’s not 
clear who would be a potential speaker there. Tina and Tanja will check their website, 
and Tina will reactivate old connections at Novartis to check out potential speakers. 

 
Info on table discussions: typically 4-5 tables, and 3-5 posters / experts per table  
(e.g., https://c2sm.ethz.ch/events/eth-klimarunde-2020.html) 
 
Next meeting:  
21 April, 8-9 pm, zoom link: https://ethz.zoom.us/j/62854576065 
 
Topics of the next planning meeting: 

• Panel discussion, additional people to invite 

• Shape table discussions: topics and persons to invite 

• Title for Klimarunde 
 
Action items everybody 
Provide as input to the next planning meeting: 

• Ideas for title 
• Further suggestions Speaker 3 
• Suggestions people to invite for panel discussion 

• Topics for the table discussions and suggestion of potential experts 
 
Action items Tanja, Tina:  

• check Roche’s website for net-zero emissions sustainability plan 
• check Novartis’ website for head of sustainability and check their suitability for 

Klimarunde (videos etc.) Tina will (re-) activate connections with Novartis to identify a 
potential speaker 

• will prepare a plan for the way forward towards a Klimarunde format 
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