
 
C2SM (Centre for Climate Systems Modeling) Agreement 
 
on the Acceptable Use of Informatics Resources 
 
 
1. Section: General Provisions 
 
Art.1 Purpose  
 
The informatics resources provided by C2SM should be used in a manner that is appropriate to the 
pursuit of C2SM mission. 
The purpose of this Agreement is to prevent any misuse, abuse, or inadequate usage of the C2SM 
informatics resources. 
 
Art.2 Definitions 
 
C2SM is a scientific and technical Center of Competence, with ETH Zurich, MeteoSwiss, EMPA and 
Agroscope Reckenholz-Taenikon as partner institutions. In the present document, C2SM is used to 
designate one (non specific) or all partner institutions of C2SM. 
 
C2SM informatics resources (hereafter informatics resources) include all softwares, codes, data, 
informatics tools and systems provided by any partner institution or by any member of C2SM and that 
are made available by C2SM. 
 
A user is any person who has been granted access to the C2SM informatics resources (including 
internal and external members of the C2SM community). 
 
 
2. Section: Conditions of Use  
 
Art.3 Use purpose and use authorization 
 
Use of the informatics resources is permitted for the purposes for which they are made available to the 
users (“intended use”).  
 
The users must limit their use of the informatics resources to the appropriate extent within the 
permitted purposes. In particular, it is strictly forbidden to use any informatics resources for 
commercial purposes, except if a legal agreement has been signed with the licensor or owner of the 
informatics resource concerned by the commercial activity. It is also forbidden to use the informatics 
resources in any manner that would cause prejudice to C2SM. 
 
Use of informatics resources for personal purposes is permitted, provided they are not violating the 
purposes for which they have been made available.  
 
Furthermore, the use of any informatics resources is limited to the affiliation time of the user to a 
C2SM partner institution (or member) or to the collaboration time with C2SM in case of external user. 
Exceptions can be made when the research situation of the user can justify it and that the C2SM 
interests are not compromised by a prolongation. 
 
Some informatics resources (like High-Performance Computers or data storage systems) are 
particularly expensive and energy consuming. Only a reasoned and parsimonious use of these 
facilities is admitted. Any project or research using these informatics resources has to account for a 
careful consideration and planning of the needs and costs of these systems. 



 
Art.4 Data protection 
 
Each user is personally responsible for the protection and the non-transmission of the informatics 
resources to third persons. In particular, any commercial transaction of any informatics resource is 
strictly forbidden, except if a legal agreement has been signed with the licensor or owner of the 
informatics resource. 
 
Art.5 Security Measures 
 
Access authorization and identification mechanisms (passwords, SSH keys, etc.) must be kept 
confidential. 
 
Art.6 Publication and copies 
 
Duplicating a fraction of or an entire software or code as well as making use of data for other purposes 
than those for which they are made available to the user is prohibited, irrespective of its origin. The 
special copyrights, agreements and other license terms accompanying any software, codes and data 
have to be fully respected. In particular, the publication of works that apply one of the informatics 
resources provided by C2SM has to follow the rules for publication prescribed in the accompanying 
license terms. 
 
 
3. Section: Responsibility  
 
Art 7. Liability and Responsibility  
 
The users shall use the informatics resources with all due care.  
 
Every user is personally responsible for ensuring that her/his use of the informatics resources does 
not violate the provisions of this Agreement, of the rules and legislative provisions of the user’s 
institution or of the applicable laws (e.g. criminal law, data protection regulations) or infringe third party 
rights (e.g. copyrights, license terms, personal rights). 
 
In every case, the user shall be liable for damages or technical disruptions in the informatics resources 
caused by gross negligence or willful misconduct. In case of non intended use, the user concerned 
shall be liable also for slight negligence.  
 
In case of grossly negligent or intentional infringement of third party rights (in particular copyrights and 
license terms), the user shall also be liable for any claims eventually brought against C2SM by third 
parties. 
 
Art 8. Abuses and Consequences 
 
Any use of the informatics resources which disregards the provisions of this Acceptable Use Policy, or 
breaches applicable higher-level laws or infringes third party rights constitutes an abuse. 
 
As sanctions against abuses, the violators may have their access to the informatics resources 
suspended, or their use restricted or prohibited. In addition, disciplinary measures, civil proceedings 
(action for damages) or criminal complaints may be initiated or lodged against violators.  
 
Art. 9 Choice of law and place of jurisdiction  
 
This Agreement is governed by Swiss law. Place of jurisdiction is Zurich. In case of serious abuse, 
disciplinary proceedings will be opened in all cases. 



Application for use of the C2SM informatics resources 
 
 

The person mentioned below declares her/his willingness by signature to use the C2SM 
informatics resources and fully accepts the above conditions.  
 

 
 
 
Name: 
           ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Date of birth: 
                     -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Email address: 
                         ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Phone number: 
                        -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Institution: 
             ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Institute, department or group: 
                                              ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Address of the institution: 
                           --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Position (PhD student, post-doc, scientific employee, …): 
                                                                                          ------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Date and signature: 
                        -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 


